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GRANDFATHERboughtTotofromatonga-driverforthesumoffiverupees.The
tonga-driverusedtokeepthelittleredmonkeytiedtoafeeding-trough,andthe
monkeylookedsooutofplacetherethatGrandfatherdecidedhewouldaddthe
littlefellowtohisprivatezoo.

 

Feeding-trough:alargecontainerforfeedinganimals
Tonga:horsecart

Thewriter’sgrandfatherpurchasedamonkeynamedTotofromatongadriverby
payingfiverupeestohim.Thetongadriverhadtiedthelittlered-coloured
monkeytoafeedingtrough,sothathecouldnotrunaway.Whenthewriter’s
grandfathersawthemonkey,hehadadesiretoaddhimtothecollectionof
animalswhichhehadinhiszooathome.

 

 

Totowasaprettymonkey.Hisbrighteyessparkledwithmischiefbeneathdeep-set
eyebrows,andhisteeth,whichwereapearlywhite,wereveryoftendisplayedinasmile
thatfrightenedthelifeoutofelderlyAnglo-lndianladies.Buthishandslookeddried-upas
thoughtheyhadbeenpickledinthesunformanyyears.Yethisfingerswerequickand
wicked;andhistail,whileaddingtohisgoodlooks(Grandfatherbelievedatailwouldaddto
anyone’sgoodlooks),alsoservedasathirdhand.Hecoulduseittohangfromabranch;
anditwascapableofscoopingupanydelicacythatmightbeoutofreachofhishands.



Anglo-lndian:apersonrelatingtobothbritainandindia
Pickled:foodthatispreservedinvinegar
scoopingup:lifting

ThewritergivesadescriptionofToto.Hehadbright,shinyeyeswhichwerefullofmischief.
Theeyebrowsweredeeplysetonhisface.Histeethwerelikepearls.  Manyladies
belongingtotheAnglo-Indiancommunitygotscaredwhentheysawhisteethwhichwere
displayedwhenhesmiled.Toto’shandsweredryandwrinkledasiftheyhadbeendriedin
thesunlikepickledvegetables. Hehadalongtail. Thewriter’sgrandfatherthoughtthat
thetailaddedtothegoodlooksofananimal.Toto’stailwaslikeathirdhandforhim.It
helpedhimhangfromthebranchofatree.Healsousedittoliftobjectswhichwerebeyond
hishand’sreach.

GrandmotheralwaysfussedwhenGrandfatherbroughthomesomenewbirdoranimal.So
itwasdecidedthatToto’spresenceshouldbekeptasecretfromheruntilshewasina
particularlygoodmood.GrandfatherandIputhimawayinalittleclosetopeningintomy
bedroomwall,wherehewastiedsecurely—orsowethought—toapegfastenedintothe
wall.

Peg:ahook

Thewriter’sgrandmotherwasagainstthegrandfather'sattitudeofbringingnewpets- birds
andanimals.So,thegrandfatherthoughtthattheywouldconcealthisfactfromheruntilshe
wasinagoodmood.Atthattime,theywoulddisclosethistoher. Thewriterandhis
grandfathersecuredTotoinalittlecupboardinthewriter’sroom. Inordertobesurethat
Totodidnotescape,theytiedhimtoahookinthewall.



Afewhourslater,whenGrandfatherandIcamebacktoreleaseToto,wefoundthatthe
walls,whichhadbeencoveredwithsomeornamentalpaperchosenbyGrandfather,now
stoodoutasnakedbrickandplaster.Thepeginthewallhadbeen
wrenchedfromitssocket,andmyschoolblazer,whichhadbeenhangingthere,wasin
shreds.IwonderedwhatGrandmotherwouldsay.ButGrandfatherdidn’tworry;heseemed
pleasedwithToto’sperformance.

Ornamental:decorative
Naked:uncovered
Wrenched:broke
Socket:attachment
Shreds:cutintothinslices

ThewriterandhisgrandfatherwenttoTotoafterafewhours.Thesightwasshocking.Toto
hadtornthedecorativewallpaper.Hehadbrokenthehookandhadescapedfromhis
binding.Also,hetorethewriter’sbalzerintothinpieces.

“He’sclever,”saidGrandfather.“Giventime,I’msurehecouldhavetiedthetornpiecesof
yourblazerintoarope,andmadehisescapefromthewindow!”

ThegrandfatherwasquitedelightedtoseeToto'sadventure. HefeltthatTotowasvery
clever.Hesaidthatiftheywouldhavegivenhimmoretime,hewouldhavetiedthethin
piecesofthewriter’stornblazerintoaropeandwouldhaveescapedoutofthewindow.

Hispresenceinthehousestillasecret,Totowasnowtransferredtoabigcageinthe
servants’quarterswhereanumberofGrandfather’spetslivedverysociablytogether—a
tortoise,apairofrabbits,atamesquirreland,forawhile,mypetgoat.Butthemonkey
wouldn’tallowanyofhiscompanionstosleepatnight;soGrandfather,whohadtoleave
DehradunnextdaytocollecthispensioninSaharanpur,decidedtotakehimalong.

Sociably:inafriendlymanner



Totowasshiftedtotheservantquarter.Hewasputinacage.Hewouldlivewiththeother
petsingrandfather'szoo.Thezoocomprisedofatortoise,apairofrabbits,asquirreland
thewriter’spetgoat.Totowasverymischievous.Hedidnotlettheanimalssleepatnight.
 Thewriter’sgrandfatherhadtoleaveforSaharanpurthenextday. HedecidedtotakeToto
alongashewasunmanageable.

UnfortunatelyIcouldnotaccompanyGrandfatheronthattrip,buthetoldmeaboutit
afterwards.Abigblackcanvaskit-bagwasprovidedforToto.This,withsomestrawatthe
bottom,becamehisnewabode.Whenthebagwasclosed,therewasnoescape.Toto
couldnotgethishandsthroughtheopening,andthecanvaswastoostrongforhimtobite
hiswaythrough.Hiseffortstogetoutonlyhadtheeffectofmakingthebagrollaboutonthe
floororoccasionallyjumpintotheair—anexhibitionthatattractedacuriouscrowdof
onlookersontheDehraDunrailwayplatform.

 

 

Abode:home

ThewriterwasdisappointedashecouldnotaccompanyhisgrandfatherandTotoonthe
trip.Hisgrandfathernarratedthehappeningsofthetriptohimlater. Hehadgotaspecial



bagforToto.Itwasmadeofastrongmaterial-canvas.Heplacedsomedrygrassatthe
bottomofthebag.Onthetrip,thebagwouldbeToto’shomeashewouldliveinit.Thebag
hadazipperontopofit. Thewriter’sgrandfatherensuredthatwhenthebagwasclosed,
Totowouldnotbeabletoescapeoutofit.Neithercouldhecomeoutoftheopeningasit
wasclosedwithazipper,norcoulditbitethestrongcanvasmaterialinordertorunaway.
Still,Totomadeunsuccessfulattemptstocomeoutofthebag.Duetothis,manytimesthe
bagwouldrollonthefloororitwouldcertainlyjumpintheair.Thesemovementswere
noticedbythepeopleontherailwayplatformandmadethemcurioustoknowwhatwas
insidethebag.

TotoremainedinthebagasfarasSaharanpur,butwhileGrandfatherwasproducinghis
ticketattherailwayturnstile,Totosuddenlypokedhisheadoutofthebagandgavethe
ticketcollectorawidegrin.

 

Turnstile:amechanicalgateconsistingofrevolvinghorizontalarmsfixedtoaverticalpost,
allowingonlyonepersonatatimetopassthrough

 

Totoremainedsecuredingrandfather'sbagtillSaharanpur.AttheSaharanpurrailway
station, thewriter’sgrandfatherwastakingouthistickettocrosstheturnstile.Atthattime,
Totopeekedoutofthebagandsmiledattheticketcollector.

 

Thepoormanwastakenaback;but,withgreatpresenceofmindandmuchto
Grandfather’sannoyance,hesaid,“Sir,youhaveadogwithyou.You’llhavetopayforit
accordingly.”



 

Annoyance: toangersomeone

Theticketcollectorwasastonishedtoseeamonkeyingrandfather'sback.Herecovered
quicklyandaskedgrandfathertopaytheticketmoneyfortravellingwithadog.

 

 

InvaindidGrandfathertakeTotooutofthebag;invaindidhetrytoprovethatamonkey
didnotqualifyasadog,orevenasaquadruped.Totowasclassifiedadogbytheticket-
collector;andthreerupeeswasthesumhandedoverashisfare.

Vain: anunsuccessfulattempt
Quadruped: ananimalwhichhas4feet
Fare: ticketprice

Grandfather wasunsuccessfulinexplainingtotheticketcollectorthatTotowasamonkey
andnotadog.HeinsistedthatTotowasnotevenananimalwithfourfeet. Buttheticket
collectorwasfirmthatTotofellinthe categoryofdogs.Grandfatherhadtopay3rupeesfor
Toto’sticket.

ThenGrandfather,justtogethisownback,tookfromhispocketourpettortoise,andsaid,
“WhatmustIpayforthis,sinceyouchargeforallanimals?”

Togethisownback(idiom): totakerevenge

Grandfatherwasdisappointedandinordertotakerevengefromtheticketcollector, he
tookouthispettortoisefromhispocket.Heaskedifhewassupposedtobuyaticketforit



too.

Theticket-collectorlookedcloselyatthetortoise,proddeditwithhisforefinger,gave
Grandfatherapleasedandtriumphantlook,andsaid,“Nocharge.Itisnotadog.”

Prodded: pushed

Theticketcollectortookacloselookatthetortoise,pusheditslightlyandannouncedthat
grandfatherwasnotrequiredtobuyaticketforitasitdidnotfallinthecategoryofadog.

WhenTotowasfinallyacceptedbyGrandmotherhewasgivenacomfortablehomeinthe
stable,wherehehadforacompanionthefamilydonkey,Nana.OnToto’sfirstnightinthe
stable,Grandfatherpaidhimavisittoseeifhewascomfortable.Tohissurprisehefound
Nana,withoutapparentcause,pullingatherhalterandtryingtokeepherheadasfaras
possiblefromabundleofhay.

Stable: buildingsetapart andadaptedforkeepinghorses

Halter: astraporloopplacedaroundtheheadofahorseorotheranimal, usedforleading
ortetheringit

Thewriter’sgrandmotherfinallycametoknowofToto’spresenceinthehouse.Sheallotted
himspaceinthestablealongwiththefamilydonkeyNana.Onthefirstnightinthestable,
grandfathervisitedToto.HefoundNanarestless,pullingitsropeinordertostayawayfrom
theheapofhay.

GrandfathergaveNanaaslapacrossherhaunches,andshejerkedback,draggingToto
withher.Hehadfastenedontoherlongearswithhissharplittleteeth.
TotoandNananeverbecamefriends.

Haunches:back

GrandfatherhitNanaonthebackinordertostopit.NanajumpedbackwithajerkandToto
wasdraggedalongwithher

 

AgreattreatforTotoduringcoldwintereveningswasthelargebowlofwarmwatergiven
himbyGrandmotherforhisbath.Hewouldcunninglytestthetemperaturewithhishand,
thengraduallystepintothebath,firstonefoot,thentheother(ashehadseenmedoing),
untilhewasintothewateruptohisneck.Oncecomfortable,hewouldtakethesoapinhis
handsorfeet,andrubhimselfallover.Whenthewaterbecamecold,hewouldgetoutand
runasquicklyashecouldtothekitchen-fireinordertodryhimself.Ifanyonelaughedat
himduringthisperformance,Toto’sfeelingswouldbehurtandhewouldrefusetogoon
withhisbath.OnedayTotonearlysucceededinboilinghimselfalive.

 

Inthewinterseason,Totoenjoyedhavingawarmbath.Hewouldpretendtobeselfishand
beforestartinghisbath,hewouldcheckthetemperatureofthewater.Hewouldcopythe
writerandsteppedintothetub,onefootatatime.Finally,hewouldwouldsitinthewater
withhisfaceoutofit.Thenhewouldrubhimselfwithsoap. Whenthewaterbecamecold,



hewouldrunoutofittothestoveinthekitcheninordertodryhimself.Totogotannoyedif
hewaslaughedupon,hewouldgethurtandthen,refusedtotakebath.Thewriter
recollectsanincidentwhenTotohadalmostboiledhimself.

 

AlargekitchenkettlehadbeenleftonthefiretoboilforteaandToto,findinghimselfwith
nothingbettertodo,decidedtoremovethelid.Findingthewaterjustwarmenoughfora
bath,hegotin,withhisheadstickingoutfromtheopenkettle.Thiswasjustfineforawhile,
untilthewaterbegantoboil.Totothenraisedhimselfalittle;but,findingitcoldoutside,sat
downagain.Hecontinuedhoppingupanddownforsometime,untilGrandmotherarrived
andhauledhim,half-boiled,outofthekettle.

Hauledhim: pulledhimout

Inalargekettle,waterwasboilingonthestove.Totoclimbeduptothestoveandremoved
thelidfromit.Hefeltthatthewaterwaswarmenoughforhimtotakeabath.Heentered
thekettlewithhisheadoutofit.Whenthewaterstartedboiling, itbecamehotforToto.He
thoughtofcomingoutofthekettlebutasthetemperatureoutsidewascoldforhim,he
stayedinit.Totokeptonjumpinginthecattleforawhile.Itwaswhenthewriter’s
grandmotherarrivedthatshetookthehalfboiledmonkeyoutofthekettle.

Ifthereisapartofthebrainespeciallydevotedtomischief,thatpartwaslargelydeveloped
inToto.Hewasalwaystearingthingstopieces.Wheneveroneofmyauntscamenearhim,
hemadeeveryefforttogetholdofherdressandtearaholeinit.

Ifthereisapartinourbrainthatgovernsourabilitytocreatemischief, thenthatpartin
Toto’sbrainwashighlydevelopedashehadgreatcapacitytodomischief.Hewasalways
busydoingmischief.Wheneverthewriter’sauntspassedhim,hetriedtoteartheirdresses.

Oneday,atlunchtime,alargedishofpullaostoodinthecentreofthedining-table.We
enteredtheroomtofindTotostuffinghimselfwithrice.Mygrandmotherscreamed—and
Totothrewaplateather.Oneofmyauntsrushedforward—andreceivedaglassofwater
intheface.WhenGrandfatherarrived,Totopickedupthedishofpullaoandmadehisexit
throughawindow.Wefoundhiminthebranchesofthejackfruittree,thedishstillinhis
arms.Heremainedthereallafternoon,eatingslowlythroughtherice,determinedon



finishingeverygrain.Andthen,inordertospiteGrandmother,whohadscreamedathim,
hethrewthedishdownfromthetree,andchatteredwithdelightwhenitbrokeintoa
hundredpieces.

Spite: adesiretohurt, annoyoroffendsomeone
Chattered: thesoundmadebythemonkey

ThewriterrecollectsanotherincidentwhenTotocreatedalotofmischief. Atlunchtime,a
dishofricewasplacedonthediningtable.Whenthefamilyreachedtoeat,theyfoundToto
eatingit.Thewriter’sgrandmotherscreamedatTotoandInresponse,hethrewaplateat
her.WhentheauntstriedtocatchToto,hethrewaglassofwaterintheirface.Whenthe
grandfatherarrived,Totolefttheplacethroughawindowwiththedishofricealongwithhim.
Totoremainedouttheentireafternoon.HesatonabranchoftheJackfruittree,determined
toeatalltherice.Asthegrandmotherhadscreamedonhim,hewantedtoannoyher
furtherandso,aftereatingtherice,hethrewthedish.Itbrokeintoseveralpieces.

ObviouslyTotowasnotthesortofpetwecouldkeepforlong.EvenGrandfatherrealised
that.Wewerenotwell-to-do,andcouldnotaffordthefrequentlossofdishes,clothes,
curtainsandwallpaper.SoGrandfatherfoundthetonga-driver,andsoldTotobacktohim
—foronlythreerupees.

Finally, grandfatherrealisedthatTotowasnotsuitabletobekeptathome. Theycouldnot
affordthefrequentlossesthathegavethem.Hetoreclothes,curtains,wallpapersand
brokedishes.So,thegrandfathersoldTotobacktothesametongadriverforasumof
threerupees.

 

SPECIALTHANKSTOTHESOURCEFORTHECONTENTANDEXPLANATION.

 

 

 

TOBEDONEINCOPY



Summary
Thewriter’sgrandfatherlikedtocollectanimalsandhadazooathome.Onceheboughta
monkeynamedTotofromatongadriverforasumoffiverupees.
Totowaskeptsecretlyasthegrandmotherdislikedanimals.Totowasverymischievous.
WhenthewriterandhisgrandfatherhidTotoinacupboard,andtiedhimtoahook,he
brokethehookandcausedhavocintheroom.Thenextday,whenhewaskeptinthe
servantsroomalongwithotheranimals,hedidnotletthemsleepallnight.
AsgrandfatherhadtogotoSaharanpurforwork,hedecidedtotakethemonkeyalongwith
him.HecarriedTotoinastrongbagmadeofcanvasandclosedthezipnicelysothatToto
couldnotescape.Totomadeunsuccessfulattemptstogetoutofthebag,whichmadethe
backjumpandroll.Thisarousedthecuriosityoffellowpassengersattherailwaystation.At
theSaharanpurrailwaystation,whengrandfatherwasgettinghisticketchecked,Toto
peekedoutofthebagandsmiledattheticketcollector.Astheticketcollectordeclaredthat
itwasadog,grandfatherhadtobuyaticketfor3rupees,muchtohisannoyance.
Whentotowasacceptedbygrandmother,itwasgivenaplaceinthestablealongwiththe
donkey-Nana.Totodidnotgetalongwithnanaaswell.
Totoenjoyedtakingbathinwarmwaterduringthewinterseason.Oneday,healmost
boiledhimselfwhenhejumpedintoakettleofboilingwater.
Oneafternoon,Totoatethefamilymealofpulao.Hethrewtheemptydishfromthetreeand
itbrokeitintoseveralpieces.
Toto’smischiefsgrewbythedayandgrandfatherrealizedthattheycouldnotkeephimat
home.Finally,hefoundthesametongadriverandsoldTotobacktohimforasumofthree
rupees.

 

  TOBEDONEINCOPY

QuestionandAnswers
1.HowdoesTotocometograndfather’sprivatezoo?

A.Thewriter’sgrandfatherlikedtocollectanimalsandhadmadeazooathome.Oneday,
hesawared-colouredmonkeytiedtoatroughwithatongadriver.Helikedthemonkey
andwantedtoaddittohiscollection.HeboughtTotofromthetongadriverforasumoffive
rupees.



 

2.“Totowasaprettymonkey.”InwhatsenseisTotopretty?

A.ThewritersaysthatTotowaspretty.Hehadbright,shiningeyeswhichwerefullof
mischief.Histeethwerelikepearls.Hehadalongtailwhichwaslikeathirdhandforhim.
Thewriter’sgrandfatherfeltthatatailaddedtothebeautyofananimal.So,Totowas
thoughttobeaprettyanimal.

 

3.WhydoesgrandfathertakeTototoSaharanpurandhow?Whydoestheticketcollector
insistoncallingTotoadog?

A.GrandfathertookTotoalongwithhimselftoSaharanpurbecauseashewasmischievous,
itwasnotsafetoleavehimaloneathome.Abagmadeofstrongcanvasmaterialwas
arranged.Somestrawwasplacedinit.Totowasplacedinsidethebagandthebagwas
sealedwiththezipper.
Theticketcollectordidnotacceptgrandfather’sclaimthatTotowasnotadog.Hecalledita
dogandchargedaticketfeeforitbecauseonlydogswereallowedtotravelontrains.If
Totohadtotravelbytrain,then,hewouldhavetobetermedadog.

 

4.HowdoesTototakeabath?Wherehashelearnttodothis?HowdoesTotoalmostboil
himselfalive?

A.Totowouldcheckthetemperatureofthewaterbyinsertinghishandinit.Thenhewould
stepintothetub,onefootatatime.Finally,hewouldsitinit,withhisfaceout.Thenhe
wouldrubsoaponhisbody.Whenthewaterbecamecold,hewouldjumpoutandrunto
thestoveinthekitchentodryhimself.
Hehadlearntthiswayofbathingfromthewriter.
Onday,Totojumpedintoakettleofwaterkeptonthestoveforboilingashefounditwarm
enoughforabath.Asthewatergrewhotter,hethoughtofascendingbutthecoldweather
madehimgobackintothekettle.Totokeptondoingthisforawhiletillhewasspottedby
thegrandmother.Shepulledhimoutofthekettleintimeorelsehewouldhaveboiled
himselfthatday.

 

5.Whydoestheauthorsay,“Totowasnotthesortofpetwecouldkeepforlong”?

A.TheauthorsaysthatTotowasnotthekindofpetthattheycouldkeepforlongbecause
hewasextremelymischievous.Hedestroyedmanythings-hetorethewallpapers,clothes
andcurtains.Hebrokedishestoo.Thefamilycouldnotaffordallthisandso,decidedtoget
ridofToto.


